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A' Chu Ghlais Mheobail

The Grey Dog of Meoble

Arisaig Games and Boisdale are
pleased to announce the 2012 Boisdale
Prize for young artists.

The theme of this year's competition is
A' Chu Ghlais Meobail.

A' Chu Ghlais is a legendary, ghostly
dog, said to appear before the death of
a member of particular families from
the Arisaig and Morar areas.

A Scottish Deerhound, it's a substantial
animal, and it has been sighted in
recent years, in connection with deaths
in the usual families.

L
2011 Molly Duncan, 2nd, 14-17 2011

Colin Woods, 1st, 14-17

Entrants are asked to submit artworks
which explore themes around place,
nature, and ceanglas, perhaps
referencing this legend or families.
More information can be found on the
topic on Arisaig Games' website, as can
the full entry requirements.

Nine prizes are available in three age
categories, for Local class entries:

Juvenile 0-10yrs £15, £10, €£5;
Junior 2 11-13vyrs £45, £25, £15;
Junior1 14-17vyrs £100, £60, £30;

Caitlin Muir, 1st, 11-13



A' Chu Ghlais Mheobalil
The Grey Dog of Meoble

The Tradition

The tale of A’ Chu Ghlais Mheobail, The Grey
Dog of Meoble, is a longstanding tradition in
west Lochaber, relating to the Morar, as well as
Arisaig and Loch Ailort areas. It is also linked to
MacDougall families of those areas, and some
MacDonald and Gillies families.

Dugald Mac Donald left Meoble for the
Peninsular wars in the early 1800s. His dog,
Ealasaid (Elizabeth) a huge Scottish Deerhound
at over three feet tall, was so close to him, that
when he left, she did too. Current tradition says
she lived on an island in Loch Morar, though
other plausible tellings mention a hill loch,
Lochan Tain Mhic Dhughaill between the head
of Loch Morar and the hills above Loch Ailort.

When Dugald returned home he was warned
against approaching his apparently now wild
and quite dangerous companion. Nevertheless,
he missed her and swam out to the island
where she was. She had a litter of pups, but
they hadn't encountered humans before, and
they attacked and killed him.

Traditions say variously that the pups just didn't
recognise him; that they attacked because they
knew no better; that he was playing with
Ealasaid in his usual friendly, boisterous way,
which the pups saw as violent, or; he was lying
on the ground with the dog standing over him
licking him, which the pups interpreted as a kill.

Whichever, Dugald was dead, torn to pieces. His
faithful friend was agonised, and howled so long
and loud that the folk of the glen came to
investigate. Being too dangerous to be among
people, the pups were killed. Dugald’s body was
recovered, was buried at the mouth of the River
Meoble, and Ealasaid took up vigil by the grave
—an event widely known about in the district.

Over time the tale diminished until a brother of
Dugald’s was taken ill at Rifern, across the river
from the graveyard. Late one night a ghost of a
huge dog appeared and stood gazing at the man
in his sickbed for a few, long minutes. Finally the
dog gave a terrible howl and vanished. It was
not long before Dugald’s brother was dead.

Was it Ealasaid? Well, tradition says so, and the
people of the time would likely have known the
dog very well by sight.

The main legend aside, what happens thereafter
is very interesting. There are recorded instances
of the dog appearing prior to the death of a
member of one of the families mentioned.
Recent sightings have been in Arisaig, and,
further back, in Glasgow, and even in Canada.

For the Boisdale Prize, artists are encouraged to
explore the themes of place, nature, and
ceanglas ('kyenalas'). Ceanglas is a Gaidhlig
word for emotional ties to people and place,
such as of birth or childhood. Ceanglas was
clearly important for Dugald and Ealasaid, who
never forgot her master. Ceanglas for Morar /
Arisaig is also strong for Mac Donalds, Gillieses,
and MacDougalls.

Ties are often manifested through strange
legends and events with no easy explanation
other than that given by the late Ruairidh
Mackay who is said to have remarked that in
this part of the Gaidhlig speaking world, the veil
of the intangible is easily parted. That is to say,
it is not uncommon for people from the area to
see and feel things which are not part of the
normally accepted and explainable.

One can believe it or not, but there are no end
of examples. An exploration of otherworldliness
will doubtless illuminate the works.



Notes to Entrants / Editors

Full entry terms can be found on the Arisaig Highland Games Website at
www.arisaighighlandgames.co.uk

Further information can be requested from Arisaig Games' Pas de Bas Secretary, Chas Mac
Donald @ info@arisaighighlandgames.co.uk

The Boisdale Group of Restaurants is owned and operated by Ranald, younger of Clan Ranald,
who generously sponsors this competition.

Arisaig Highland Games is a community charity run by and for the people of Arisaig. The 2012
event will be held at Traigh Farm on Wednesday 25th July. It is preceded by a pipe band and
clan march through the village of Arisaig.

Teachers who might want to have a visit from a member of the Games Committee who
knows a great deal about local folklore should get in touch with Chas Mac Donald, and we will
try to arrange something, although the availability of the seannachie is not always
guaranteed.

Although this is an individual competition, if school groups wish to co-ordinate entries
through one person, such as a teacher, that is perfectly acceptable. Indeed, it will make things
easier in terms of ensuring that entries comply with the requirements in the competition
guidelines. Please contact Chas Mac Donald as above.



